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Joint Statement by President Bush, President Fox, and Prime Minister
Martin: Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America

March 23, 2005

We, the elected leaders of Canada, Mex-
ico, and the United States, gather in Texas
to announce the establishment of the Secu-
rity and Prosperity Partnership of North
America.

Over the past decade, our three nations
have taken important steps to expand eco-
nomic opportunity for our people and to
create the most vibrant and dynamic trade
relationship in the world. Since September
11, 2001, we have also taken significant
new steps to address the threat of terrorism
and to enhance the security of our people.

But more needs to be done. In a rapidly
changing world, we must develop new ave-
nues of cooperation that will make our
open societies safer and more secure, our
businesses more competitive, and our
economies more resilient.

Our Partnership will accomplish these
objectives through a trilateral effort to in-
crease the security, prosperity, and quality
of life of our citizens. This work will be
based on the principle that our security
and prosperity are mutually dependent and
complementary, and will reflect our shared
belief in freedom, economic opportunity,
and strong democratic values and institu-
tions. Also, it will help consolidate our ac-
tion into a North American framework to
confront security and economic challenges,
and promote the full potential of our peo-
ple, addressing disparities and increasing
opportunities for all.

Our Partnership is committed to reach
the highest results to advance the security
and well-being of our people. The Partner-
ship is trilateral in concept; while allowing
any two countries to move forward on an
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issue, it will create a path for the third
to join later.
Advancing our Common Security

We will establish a common approach

to security to protect North America from
external threats, prevent and respond to
threats within North America, and further
streamline the secure and efficient move-
ment of legitimate, low-risk traffic across
our shared borders. As part of our efforts,
we will:

e Implement common border security
and bioprotection strategies;

e Enhance critical infrastructure protec-
tion, and implement a common ap-
proach to emergency response;

. Implement improvements in aviation
and  maritime  security, = combat
transnational threats, and enhance in-
telligence partnerships; and

e Implement a border facilitation strat-
egy to build capacity and improve the
legitimate flow of people and cargo at
our shared borders.

Advancing our Common Prosperity

We will work to enhance North Amer-
ican competitiveness and improve the qual-
ity of life of our people. Among other
things, we will:

e Improve productivity through regu-
1at0ry cooperation to generate growth,
while maintaining high standards for
health and safety;

e Promote sectoral collaboration in en-
ergy, transportation, financial services,
technology, and other areas to facilitate
business; and invest in our people;

e Reduce the costs of trade through the
efficient movement of goods and peo-
ple; and
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e Enhance the stewardship of our envi-
ronment, create a safer and more reli-
able food supply while facilitating agri-
cultural trade, and protect our people
from disease.

Next Steps

We will establish Ministerial-led working
groups that will consult with stakeholders
in our respective countries. These working
groups will respond to the priorities of our
people and our businesses, and will set spe-
cific, measurable, and achievable goals.
They will identify concrete steps that our
governments can take to meet these goals,
and set implementation dates that will per-
mit a rolling harvest of accomplishments.

Within 90 days, Ministers will report
back to us with their initial report. Fol-
lowing this, the groups will report on a
semi-annual basis. Because the Partnership
will be an ongoing process of cooperation,
new items will be added to the work agen-
da by mutual agreement as circumstances
warrant.

Through this Partnership, we will ensure
that North America remains the most eco-
nomically dynamic region of the world and
a secure home for our people in this and
future generations.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Message on the Observance of Easter 2005

March 24, 2005

For God so loved the world that He gave
His one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish but have eter-

nal life.
JOHN 3:16

I send greetings to all those celebrating
Easter, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Through His sacrifice and triumph over
death, Christ lifted the sights of humanity
forever. In His teachings, the poor have
heard hope, the proud have been chal-
lenged, and the weak and dying have found
assurance. Today, the words of Jesus con-
tinue to comfort and strengthen Christians
around the world.

The President’s Radio Address
March 26, 2005

Good morning. This weekend, millions
of Americans celebrate the joyous holiday

During this holy season, we thank God
for His blessings and ask for His wisdom
and guidance. We also keep in our thoughts
and prayers the men and women of our
Armed Forces—especially those far from
home, separated from family and friends
by the call of duty. May the joy of Easter
fill our hearts with gratitude for our free-
dom, love for our neighbors, and hope for
peace.

Laura and I wish you a Happy Easter.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

of Easter. Easter is the most important
event of the Christian faith, when people
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